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A ROYAL EDICT OF EMPEROR YINGZONG GEGEGEN OF THE YUAN DYNASTY
IN THE MONGOLIAN HPAGS—PA SCRIPT

Junast

In the last few years, I have gathered some new texts in the Mongolian hPags-pa
script, one of which is presented here. This is not the text of an inscription
— inscriptions making up almost all the material in hPags-pa script — but a rare
official document issued by the Yuan court. Only one other document of this
kind is known: the ‘Huaining Imperial Decree', edited and translated by
Professor Pelliot in G. Tucci's 'Tibetan painting scroll'. The present document
was found in Tibet. A few years ago, in another part of China, I found the
originals of two edicts in the hPags-pa script issued by Emperor Renzong Buyantu
and preserved in the Qujiang Nanhua Temple, Canton, which were published in
Chinese Linguistic Journal (1, 1982).

The Yuan official document I am now introducing is kept by a Tibetan scholar.
The document was in the custody of a group of monks headed by kar-ma-wa “en-sa-wa.
Here kar-ma-wa is the equivalent of Tibetan kar-ma-ba, designating the Tibetan
Buddhist sect Karma; and “en-sa-wa seems to be the Tibetan word dben-sa-ba
transliterated into Mongolian, being an honorific title of a certain eminent
Buddhist monk. If this is so, it must refer to Rang-byung rdo-rje (1284-1339),
who was the leader of the Karma sect at that time. According to our sources,

he established the Karma lha-stengs Temple and built other temples in many parts
of Tibet and in Xikang, taking in followers and teaching Buddhist doctrine. Aas
a venerable and respectable leader of the Karma sect, it was appropriate that he
should be honoured with an imperial edict. Since our document is concerned with
the Karma sect, and on the basis of our interpretation of ‘en-sa-wa, the pro-
tected temples and monks were certainly located in the Tibetan region.

The document is in good condition. It consists of 39 lines, sealed four times
with the Chinese seal, reading Yu Qian Zhi Bao Imperial Seal. all four char-
acters are in the Zhuan style. It ends with Zhizhi san nian Zhuer nian xiaji
mo yue chu san meaning the third (day) of the last (=sixth) month in the summer
of the Year of the Pig, third year of Zhizhi, corresponding to A.D. 1323.
Emperors never put their names on Mongolian edicts in hPags-pa script, but
usually referred to their predecessors' edicts. The edict under study mentions
the former emperors up to Renzong Buyantu. We can therefore infer that the
edict was issued by Yuan Yingzong Gegegen, whose rule fell within the date of
the edict.

Donald C. Laycock and Werner Winter, eds A world of language:

papers presented to Professor S.A. Wurm on his 65th birthday,
309-313. Pacific Linguistics, C-100, 1987.
© Junast



All edicts in hPags-pa script issued by the Yuan emperors were aimed at pro-
tecting the rights and interests of the temples and palaces, so they followed
the same model. Several books and many articles have been written on these
documents; the work of Professor Pelliot and Professor Poppe is especially
well-known. It is unnecessary to repeat what we already know. I would like
only to make a few corrections to some clerical errors in the original, and to
suggest a new explanation for one word, which is given in the footnotes to the
transcription. I first present the Latin transcription, followed by the
translation of the text. The original text is reproduced on page 311.

Latin transcription
Please note the following:

(1) Generally, hPags-pa scholars use q to transcribe the letter [& , and
consider its pronunciation as [q‘]. However, I use G, since in my opinion this
letter of the hPags-pa script represents the voiceless uvular stop (there is no
disagreement among scholars about this). However, it does not always represent
an aspirate [q‘]; it may also indicate the relative non-aspirate under given
conditions: it is pronounced as a non-aspirate [q] after a vowel (at the end

of a syllable).

(2) Some hPags-pa scholars use a raised dot ' to transcribe the letter f? , and
others use a raised comma, ’. There are also two different opinions about its
function: some consider it as a glottal stop, others as a syllable-dividing mark
or a symbol for zero initial. I favour the latter view. As a matter of fact,

I believe it has three functions:

(i) When it is at the beginning of the writing unit, it serves as a symbol for
zero initials, or as a syllable-dividing mark. For example, erk‘e ud Christian
is pronounced as erk‘e-ud.

(1ii) When it occurs between the same vowels in a writing unit, it becomes a
symbol of long vowels, as in Ga an emperor, which is pronounced as q‘aan/q‘an.

(iii) When it occurs between different vowels in a writing unit, it is a symbol
of a diphthong, as in yabu'asu if ¢ is on, or walk, pronounced as yabuasu.

(3) The hPags-pa letter BN is regarded by many scholars as a specific symbol
for an initial a. I cannot agree with this. I think that it is a symbol of
zero initial before vowels preceding a word (see also below), and I use ’ to
transcribe it.

{4) I am of the opinion that there are two special writing symbols in the
hPags-pa script: one is the dash - as a head-word symbol, and the other is a
vertical bar | used as a link symbol. The head-word symbol is in fact a symbol
of zero initial, and is complementary to the appearance of the other symbol of
zero initial: ’ is used for the initial vowel a and the vowel letter e (eu = u,
eo = 0) and for the semivowel 4, and - is used for the vowels i, u, e, and o.
The vertical bar | is used for linking the writing units — the elements of a
syllable, such as the head-word symbol, the letter for vowels, semivowels and
consonants, ‘and it is usually placed on the right side. It is placed on the
middle line only when the head-word symbol is linked with 0 or u (for instance,
line 19: uridan-u). It occurs when o is linked with other letters (for
instance line 1: monk‘a), and when u linked with the head-word symbol, precedes
other letters (there is no such example in our document). These two writing
symbols are not represented in our transcription system.



(5) The hyphen - at the end of a line in the transcription system indicates the
division of a word; elsewhere it indicates the boundary between stems and case

suffixes.
{6) The Chinese words in the document are transcribed according to the system
devised by Professor Yang Naisi.
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Transliteration of the inscription

1. monk‘a dénri-yin k‘ué‘un-dur

2. yeke su Jali-yin "ihe en-dur

3 6a'an Jarlie man-u

4 ¢¢eri ud-un no-

5. yad-da &¢‘erig hara-

6. n-a balacad-un da~-

7 rusas-da noyad-da yorl‘icun yabugun é&1&‘¢in-e
8 du-ulcague

9. Jarlis

10. Jingis san-u

11. ’ok‘cdee ca an-u

12. sef‘en ga'an-u

13. ’oljeét‘u eaan-u

14. k¢Ulug eca an-u

15.  buyant‘u sa’an-u ba Jarlie-dur doyid érk‘e’ud sén-
16.  3ihigud ’aliba *alba eub&‘iri ’iilu ’UYen

17.  degri-yi Jalbariju hiru'er ’Sgun ’at‘u-
18. cayi k‘e’egdegsed ’aju ué édu'e ber bd'e-

19. su uridan-u

20.  Jarlic-un yosu'ar "aliba ’‘alba cub&‘iri ’i-
21. lu ’iijen

22.  Sakjamuni buryan-i JalbariYu hiru'er ’&-

23.  gun ’'at‘ueayi k‘e"en karmawa "Ensawa t‘eri u-
24.  t'en doyid-da bariYu yabu'ayi

25.  Jarlie ’Ggbeé éden-u siimes-dur geyid-dur

26. ’an-u él¢‘in bu baut‘usayi ula'a i usu

27. bu barit‘usayi ts‘an t‘amea bu ’Bgt‘ugeée sii-
28. me-de éle cariyat‘an gajar usun bas t‘egir-
29. med haran ’adu’usun ya‘'ud k‘ed-i ’an-u kf‘ed
30.  k‘ed ber bolju buliju t‘at‘afu bu ’abtfu-
31.  eayi k‘ué‘u bu k‘urget‘ugeé ede ba-

32. sa doyid

33.  Jarlictfan k‘e’efu yosu ’lige’ué ’Uéles

34. bu ’iéle(d)t‘ugeé ’*Uéledun yabu'asu mud

35.  ’Ulu’u ’ayueun

36.  Jarlic man-u d¥i tsi cut‘u’ar hon cacayi Ji1 Jun-u hed‘us
37. zara-yin eurban ¥i-

38. ne-de ¥ andu-da buy-

39. gué-dur bi&¢ibea

The stem of the word ’Uéle(d)t‘ugeé in line 34 should be ’{iéled- do, consisting
of a noun root ’liéle act, deed plus denominal verbal suffix -d. There is no
example of the verbal suffix -d being lost before the imperative suffix -t‘ugee.
This is obviously an error in writing. Therefore d should be added.

According to Poppe, u in ’Ulu’u (line 35) serves as an interrogative particle
corresponding to -uu in Written Mongolian and to -gu in modern Buriat. He cites
ilegu/ilegu superfluous in support of his argument, reconstructing -uu in
Written Mongolian as *-yu. Nevertheless, -uu in modern Mongolian and -gu in
Buriat, and their equivalent in the other Mongolian languages, are gquite differ-
ent from the “u of ’'Ulu’u in hPags-pa script usage. We know that in Mongolian
languages this interrogative particle comes only after a predicate. It is un-
thinkable that it should appear after an adverb and before a predicate. There-
fore we must try to find another explanation.



Let us consider what part of of speech is represented by ’Ulu. We know that
this word (equal to UlU in Written Mongolian) does not change in modern
Mongolian and is classified as an adverb, modifying only verbs. However, the
situation was different in ancient Mongolian: it could be followed by the
participial suffix of the future tense and by auxiliary verbs. Other words,
which were previously assigned to the same part of speech as ulu and which

have negative meaning (for example ese not), continue to have the participial
form of the future tense: ese-gu. This shows that the ‘u of ’lilu’u and the -gu
of esegu are one and the same thing (' and u in hPags-pa script correspond,
respectively, to y/g and u/i in Written Mongolian). Secondly, the “u in ’Ulu’u,
like its equivalent in other verbs, can be followed by case suffixes. Compare
the following sentence in The secret history of the Mongols:

ene eye-dur man-u oro-gu  uld-"u-yi ker medekde-gu
this deliberation-in our obedient be not obedient how do not know
(We) do not know whether our deliberation will be obeyed.

Here oro-cu and Uli'U are coordinate members and serve as object (with the
suffix -yi) of medekde-gu. Hence I think that the “u in ’ilu’u in hPags-pa
might be considered as a participial suffix of the future tense. 1In regard to
the modal nature of the sentence, I am of the opinion that it is a rhetorical
question (expressing a positive meaning) rather than a general question.
Therefore I have translated this sentence as If they do so, will they not be
afratd? '

Translation

By the strength of Eternal Heaven and by the protection of the great grandeur,
our imperial edict.

An edict, addressed to military officers and soldiers, the daruya of cittes,
officials (noyan), and travelling emissaries.

In the edicts of Chinggis qan, Ogedei qayan, Sechen qayan, Oljeitu qayan, Kulug
qayan and Buyantu qayan, it was stated that Buddhist, Christian and Taoist
clergy, not observing any tribute or tax, are to pray to Heaven and pronounce
benedictions. Now, stating that they, in accordance with previous edicts, not
observing any tribute or tax, are to pray to Sakyamuni and pronounce benedic-
tions, We have issued an edict to the Buddhist monks of the Karma sect headed
by Ensaba. Messengers must not stop at their temples and dwellings, they must
not take relay mounts and provisions and must not collect land tax and business
tar. With reference to the lands and waters, gardens, mills, inns, people and
cattle belonging to the monasteries, or anything of theirs, no one is to use
force. Those who receive and keep the present edict in their turn must not
cormit unlawful deeds, saying that they have an edict. If they do so, will
they not be afraid?

Our edict was written on the third (day) of the sixth month, in the swmmer of
the Year of the Pig, the third year of Zhizhi, while staying at Shangdu.
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